NK/DC crosstalk in anti-viral response.
In recent years, it has been emphasized the role of the crosstalk between natural killer (NK) cells and monocyte-derived dendritic cells dendritic cells (moDCs) in the regulation of the early phases of innate immunity innate immunity and of the subsequent adaptive immune responses. NK cells and DCs coordinate their response communicating through direct cell-to-cell contact and soluble factors. NK cells appear to contribute to the quality control of immature DCs (iDCs) undergoing maturation. On the other hand, DCs may shape the magnitude of innate immune responses by modulating the NK-mediated cytolytic activity against tumors or infected cells. Recent studies suggest that the cooperation between NK cells and DCs is also critical in several anti-viral responses. In particular, NK cells are capable of effectively counteracting viral immune evasion immune evasion strategies by eliminating infected DCs, that display impaired antigen presenting functions, thus indirectly favoring the development of adaptive immune responses to viral antigens cross-presented by healthy DCs.